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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PARM, UN, US, UR 

SUBJECT: UNGA DISARMAMENT: COMMENTS ON VARIOUS LANGUAGE 

VERSIONS OF ENMOD CONVENTION EV 

REE: (A) USUN 0002 NOTAL; (B) STATE 7125 NOTAL 

1. DEPARTMENT'S LANGUAGE SERVICES DIVISION HAS COMPARED 
SECRETARIAT’S FOREIGN LANGUAGE VERSIONS OF ENMOD 
CONVENTION WITH ENGLISH TEXT. CHINESE AND ARABIC 
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VERSIONS WERE FOUND TO AGREE IN ALL SUBSTANTIVE RESPECTS. 
DISCREPANCIES WERE EOUND IN RUSSIAN, FRENCH AND SPANISH 
VERSIONS; WE BELIEVE THESE SHOULD BE CORRECTED AS 
INDICATED BELOW. 

2. RUSSIAN: 
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(A) IN ARTICLE V, PARA 2, ENGLISH VERSION READS 
"...CONVENE A CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS." 

RUSSIAN READS "...CONVENE A MEETING OF (THE) (A) 
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS." BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE 
AMBIGUITY AND CONFLICTING INTERPRETATION OF "A MEETING 
OF", WE BELIEVE IT SHOULD BE DROPPED AND THE RUSSIAN 
USAGE MADE PARALLEL TO THE ENGLISH (AND, FOR THAT 
MATTER,FRENCH AND SPANISH) VERSIONS. 

(B) ALSO IN ARTICLE V PARA 2, ENGLISH VERSION READS 
"...APPOINT AN EXPERT...". RUSSIAN READS "...APPOINT 
ITS EXPERT...". "ITS" MAY SIMPLY BE INTENDED TO 
EMPHASIZE THAT EACH EXPERT WILL BE THE DESIGNEE OF 
A PARTICULAR STATE PARTY; AGAIN, HOWEVER, THE USAGE 
DIFFERS FROM THAT IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND SPANISH 
VERSIONS. SECRETARIAT SHOULD BE ASKED TO CLARIFY 
POINT WITH SOVIETS AND TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THEY 
DEEM IT NECESSARY TO INCLUDE "SVOEGO" BEFORE "EKSPERTA." 

(C) LANGUAGE SERVICES HAS ALSO POINTED OUT TWO 
PRESUMABLY TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS IN SECRETARIAT'S 
RUSSIAN VERSION: (1) INTRODUCTORY WORD TO 3RD 
PREAMBULAR PARA SHOULD BE "PRIZNAVAYA" (RECOGNIZING) 
RATHER THAN "PRIZYVAYA" (CALLING UPON); (2) FIRST 
WORD PARA 3 OF ANNEX SHOULD BE "PREDSEDATELEM" 

RATHER THAN "PREDSEDATEL"'. 

3. FRENCH: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 03 STATE 008783 

(A) IN ARTICLE V PARA 4, ENGLISH VERSION READS 
"...ON THE BASIS OF THE COMPLAINT RECEIVED." 

FRENCH READS "...ON THE FACTS HAVING PROMPTED 

THE COMPLAINT RECEIVED." WE RELIEVE FRENCH SHOULD 
BE REWORDED TO CONFORM TO ENGLISH. 

(B) IN ARTICLE IX, PARA 3, WE BELIEVE FRENCH EQUIVALENT 
OF "WITH THE DEPOSITARY" SHOULD BE INSERTED BETWEEN 
"DEPOSIT" AND "OF INSTRUMENTS...". 

(C) IN ANNEX, PARA I, ENGLISH VERSION READS "...SHALL 
UNDERTAKE TO MAKE APPROPRIATE FINDINGS OF FACT...". 

FRENCH READS "...SHALL UNDERTAKE APPROPRIATE 
CONSULTATIONS ON THE FACTS...". AGAIN, WE BELIEVE 
FRENCH TEXT SHOULD BE REWORDED TO CONFORM TO ENGLISH 
AND THUS CARRY SAME LEGAL SIGNIFICANCE. 

4. SPANISH: IN ARTICLE VIII (3), THE SPANISH 

EQUIVALENT OF "ALL" SHOULD BE INSERTED BETWEEN "VIEWS OF " 
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AND "STATES PARTIES." 

5. WE HAVE DISCOVERED ANOTHER DISCREPANCY IN SECRETARIAT'S 
ENGLISH TEXT WHICH IF NOT CORRECTED WOULD PERPETUATE 
ERROR CONTAINED IN DRAFT TEXT TRANSMITTED TO UNGA VIA 
CCD REPORT AND OVERLOOKED IN SUBSEQUENT REPRODUCTIONS: 

IN ARTICLE V PARA 3, FIRST SENTENCE, "REASONS ' SHOULD 

BE CHANGED TO 'REASON. ' CORRESPONDING WORD SHOULD 

BE MADE SINGULAR IN OTHER LANGUAGE VERSIONS. 

6. PLEASE CONVEY ABOVE COMMENTS TO SECRETARIAT, WHICH 
WE ASSUME WILL THEN CONSULT AS TO THEIR ACCEPTABILITY 
WITH MISSIONS COMPETENT IN THE APPROPRIATE LANGUAGES. 

ALSO PLEASE INFORM SMUN OF COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS 
WE ARE MAKING ON RUSSIAN TEXT. WE WOULD OF COURSE 

BE INTERESTED IN CONSIDERING ANY OTHER COMMENTS 
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SECRETARIAT MAY HAVE RECEIVED REGARDING VARIOUS 
LANGUAGE VERSIONS OF CONVENTION. 

KISSINGER 
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